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FAA REAUTHORIZATION/Final Passage

SUBJECT: Wendell Ford National Air Transportation System Improvement Act . . . H.R. 4057. Final passage, as
amended.

ACTION: BILL PASSED, 92-1

SYNOPSIS:  Aspassed, H.R. 4057, the Wendell Ford National Air Tpartation §stem Inprovement Act, will reauthorize
mostprograms of the Federal Aviation Administration (FAA) foy@ars and wilprovide fundirg for aviation

safey and secunjt improvements. It will also add slot exetions at mgor aimports in New York, Chicgo, and Washigton and
will enact limited exemtions to theperimeter rule. Details ag@ovided below.

® Most FAA programs will be reauthorized fory2ars (as rgorted, thg would have been reauthorized foyetrs), includig
the Airport Improvement Prgram (AIP). If the bill is not enacted/iSetember 30, 1998, giorts will not receive their Federal
grants under the AIP. New port securiy measures will also be authorized.

e Amendments to the AIP include that smalpaits will begiven greater flexibiliy in their local matchig share ratio, and the
set-aside for noise abatement from the discretjofuend will be increased from the current@rcent to 3%percent.

® Slot exemptions will beprovided for nonstp regionaljets to fiy to and from underserved communities and slot-controlled
airports (Regan National, LaGuardia, Kenngdand O'Hare; "slots" refer to takeoffs and lagdiat an aport).

® Slot exemptions for nonstp regional jet or service between a nonhulpait, a small hub, or a medium hubpairt and O'Hare,
LaGuardia, and Kenngdairports will be supect to Tranportation Dgpartment gproval.

e At Reayan National Aiport, the Trangortation Dgartment willgrant limited exerptions to theperimeter rule ¥ distributirg
12 newy created slot exeptions for lorg-haul flights begond theperimeter perimeter rules limit the legth of nonste fli ghts to
and from aiports;perimeter rules varby airport). Also, 12 newy created slot exeptions will begranted for air service to small
and medium-sized communities within [Raa National'gerimeter. Carriers will oglbe allowed to use "Sga-3" aircraft, which
meet strict noise limitation gairements, for anof these new fijhts at Regan National. Measures to assess noise levels and to
abate noise at the port will be authorized.

(See other side)
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Frist Smith, Gordon  Harkin Wyden 2—Necessarily Absent
Gorton Snowe Inouye 3—lliness
Gramm Specter 4—Other
Grams Stevens
Grassley Thomas SYMBOLS:
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® 30 new slot exeptions will be created at Chiga-O'Hare Aiport over the next $ears provided that certain noise and sgfet
certifications are first made.

® A 4-yearpilot program will be authorized to hgksmall communities attract jproved air serviceparticipating communities
will be selected from all gtons of the countr.

® A 4-yearpilot program will be authorized to broaden Federal contract tpvegram elgibility by allowing Federal-local cost
sharirg partnershps at certain aports that do not meet thegugred cost-benefit ratio.

® New restrictions will bglaced on overfljhts of nationaparks ty air tour @erators.

® The c@ on the amount of uneended funds at the end of a fisgahr that ma be pent on noise abatement will be lifted.

® |t is the sense of the Senate that the United States should enforgktgsinder the air servicgr@ement known as the
"Bermuda Il Agreement."

® The Death on the g Seas Act will be amendedgermit nonpecuniay damae awards of pito $750,000 for deaths caused
during commercial aviation.

e Criminal penalties will be established fpilots operatirg in air trangortation without an airman's certificate.

® As soon agracticable and annuglthereafter, the TreasubDepartment will rgport on the amount of taxes collected in each
State in therecedimg year for the Aiport and Airwg Trust Fund; also, an annuapoet will be made on each State's dollar
contribution to the Ajport and Airwa Trust Fund and the amount of funds each State received from that fund.

® |[f a mgor air carrier at a njar hub aiport has an interline or interconnectiogreement with another carrier at thaipait
and a third carrier seeks such amegment, that third carrier will have to be offered similar terms and conditions on a non-
discriminatoy basis (thigrovision will facilitate the emeence of rgional carriers).

Those favoringfinal passage contended:

We are vey pleased that a strgrbipartisan consensus has been reached on this bill beforgateenSer 30 deadline for cutgn
off AIP funds. Pasge of this bill is needed befor@aroximately $10 billion in fundsperyear mg be released. Keprovisions
include measures to prove safgt and secunt at aiports, measures to increase gatition, particularly in underserved areas, and
provisions to limit overflghts of nationaparks. Mary regional interests had to be balancedirting this bill together, and
compromises had to be made. The end result is a bill that we are certain has ppodd\ale uge our collegues to vote in favor
of final passage.

Those opposindinal passge contended:

The ragion around the District of Columbia is served three mgor aiports: Regan National, Baltimore Washijton
International, and Dulles International. Rea National is the closest to theygiit is small, it is cogested, and it is in a wer
populated area. This bill will increase the number aftfls to and from Regmn National. Further, Iager distance flihts will be
allowed instead of uiring those flghts togo throwgh the other two ggorts. Local authoritiesppose these chaes. We believe
that the are beig imposed lagely for the convenience of a few Members. We gitypoppose these chgas, and thusppose this
bill.



